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UM FOREIGN STUDENT POPULATION DROPS SLIGHTLY
MISSOULA—
The number of nonimmigrant foreign students studying at The University of MontanaMissoula dropped slightly from academic year 1995-96 to academic year 1996-97, according to a
report compiled by UM’s Foreign Student and Scholar Services.
UM had 349 nonimmigrant foreign students in 1995-96 compared to 340 in 1996-97,
registering about a 2.5 percent drop.
Effie Koehn, director of Foreign Student and Scholar Services at UM, attributes much of the
drop to the decline in numbers of Canadian and Malaysian students, primarily for financial reasons.
“Canadians felt the exchange rate was just too unfavorable,” she said. “And a lot of
Malaysian students told us that the fees were getting high. The Malaysians are a large group, and
there is a lot of networking among the students. If one student perceives that things are getting
expensive here, that’s communicated very quickly back home.
“The lesson to learn from this,” she said, “is that we must diversify our foreign student body
so that we don’t feel those jolts when something happens to a particular foreign country.”
Nationwide from 1995-96 to 1996-97 the number of nonimmigrant foreign students rose from
453,787 to 457,984 for a 0.9 percent increase. This continues a seven-year trend of minimal
growth, according to a report from the Institute of International Education, a nonprofit international
exchange and training organization. Figures are not available for 1997-98.
Foreign students make up 2.8 percent of UM ’s student population. Nationally, the figure is
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3.2 percent. Asia is the largest world region of origin for foreign students at UM and across the
country, accounting for 62 percent at UM, 57.3 percent nationally. Japanese students are 26 percent
of foreign students at UM, 10 percent nationally.
UM also attracts large numbers of Canadian students -- 14 percent of foreign students in
1996-97 compared to 5 percent nationally. But UM lags well behind the national average for Latin
American students at 2.9 percent compared to 10.4 nationally.
Business is by far the field of choice, attracting 24 percent of UM ’s foreign students and 21
percent in colleges and universities around the country. Math and computer science take secondplace honors at UM with 9 percent of foreign students. Running a close third with 7 percent are
studies in conservation and renewable natural resources.
While business attracts the largest percentage of foreign students at UM, the head count
dropped from 99 in 1995-96 to 81 in 1996-97. Computer science and information services also took
a hit, dropping from 25 foreign students in 1995-96 to 19 the next year.
The largest head count increase at UM was in intensive English language instruction, which
jumped from 18 students in 1995-96 to 29 students in 1996-97. UM ’s English Language Institute,
which began with one student in April 1993, can take some credit for that leap.
“These students, particularly those from Asia, are coming to The University of Montana
because we have an intensive language program, and they need language training,” said Donovan
Lytle, a linguistics visiting instructor at the institute. UM ’s strong academic programs and
Missoula’s safe, small-town atmosphere are also big draws, he said.
“But the icing on the cake is that we have an English program that will allow them to come
here, improve their English and then go on to their academic programs,” he said.
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